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Secondary Homelands Education Program 

(SHEP) continues to grow 

Following the successful implementation of SHEP in terms 3 

and 4 2019 there was great interest in studies and 

opportunities for a whole year of study in 2020. In the initial 

plan, 16 weekly workshops (including Galtha rom and 

Biodiversity surveys) were scheduled over the year with the 

aim of enabling students to gain the award of Certificate I in 

Conservation and Land Management (CLM). A further 14 

weeks were planned for Certificate II in Family Health and 

Wellbeing and specific NTCET subjects. 

Over 30 students from the Homelands indicated their desire 

to study at SHEP Garrthalala selecting a variety of pathways 

including Family health and wellbeing, Art and CLM.   

Our first CLM camp workshop in weeks 4 & 5 had the 

ambition of delivering four major units of study focusing on 

plants and the core workplace based modules. It was great to 

see 27 eager learners studying complex plant biology, plant 

collection and preserving techniques as well as Workplace 

safety and maintenance. Students appreciated the mixture of 

learning, both in the classroom and on country. Thank you to 

the SHEP students for providing the captions to the 

photographs in this newsletter. 

We investigated sand dune, woodland and wetland 
habitats  

Borruwuy students discussing their study path. 

A packed classroom at SHEP study plant biology. 
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SHEP CLM workshop 1: Plants 
Walking with the students through sand dunes, billabongs and Nambarra (paperbark) wetlands around 

Garrthalala is like visiting a fresh food market. During that first field walk over 15 species of plants were 

identified using Yolngu names with their specific uses or attributes described. Although all of the 

students could clearly recognise several plants, assessment for the units Recognise Plants (AHCPCM201) 

and Collect, prepare and preserve plant specimens (AHCPCM 202) require students to use scientific and 

botanical names and perform safe plant collection and pressing techniques. It was wonderful to share 

knowledge using a ‘both ways approach’, students and teachers learning together. 

 

 

Ngathu, an important food plant but deadly poisonous Gumbu (white currant) is a sweet white berry. 

The unit of study requires students to perform a number of scientific techniques including field sketches and labelling plants. 
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A portfolio of drawings and specimens were collected for each student. 

Collected specimens were placed in plant presses with the students changing and relabeling newspaper each day of the workshop. 

Plant structure and function was important especially identifying leaf shape and the presence of veins. 

Students used the Rirratjingu Ethnobotany Book to find botanical names and research Yolngu plant names and uses. 
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Safe workplace practices 
 
Sue and Dave joined us from INLOC, our trainers for the Conservation in Land Management course. 
Working with Homelands Centre and Visiting teachers, the INLOC trainers provide high quality technical 
training and assessment for our students. Both Sue and Dave reviewed the plant based learning from 
the previous week and delivered the units Work Safely (AHCWHS101) and Maintain the Workplace 
(AHCWRK101). 

  

Students identify safety and workplace health symbols and demonstrate emergency evacuation procedures. 

Students practice safe manual handling techniques. 

Cleaning work surfaces, practicing good hygiene and reporting hazards is important to provide a safe workplace. 

Inspecting and cleaning tools and machinery demonstrate safe work practices. 
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Big Day Out LoC 
The impact of the Covid 19 shut down resulted in the postponement of many activities including the 
proposed SHEP camps and workshops for both term 1 & all of term 2. The cautious but successful efforts 
by Laynha Health and entire East Arnhem community helped keep the Homelands safe from the 
potentially lethal virus. Those actions enabled the LoC program to do what it does best, get Traditional 
Owners, Ngalapal, Cultural Advisors and Rangers together with the local school children. The ‘Big Day 
Out’, to steal a phrase, provided the opportunity to get all students out and enjoy listening to stories 
about country and highlighting the history, geography and cultural significance of their Homeland. It 
quickly became a competition about who could produce the biggest map of their country.  
 

 

A condition of the cultural event was that all people practice good hygiene 

SHEP students took a lead role in setting up aspects of the Big Day Out event. 

SHEP students also helped with food planning and preparation 

Rangers and Cultural Advisors started each day in the class answering questions about Ranger djama (work) 
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First event Dhalinybuy- trip to Yurrawuy. 

Everyone was excited to travel out to Yurraywuy, Banul and Kathy told the story of ‘gapu’ (water) and its connection to Rorruwuy. 

The rain didn’t dampen spirits, it was wonderful to be out on Country. 

The next day we made a big map of the country naming special places and tracing the journey of the Cato river to Dhuwa country. 
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We waited for low tide to walk along the beach to Gapan’ mi, Ranger Gidilpawuy links the story to Dhalinybuy 

At the red cliff students extract the Gapan (white ocre clay) and maypal (shell fish) 

The students painted themselves with Gapan and performed bunggul, the dance of Namurranganing calling for rain. 

It was a great day celebrating culture and stories through dance. Students intend on a making short film and story book. 

Rorruwuy- Gapanmi and the story of Namurranganing – Thunder men  
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Senior Ranger Yinimala had created the Yingapungapu sand sculpture days before the ceremony to share this important story. 

Rangers and students made a map relating clans and people to place naming water, islands and rocks. 

Yingapingapu are ceremony grounds for men and women, it is about burial and change. 

28 students and several community members had been eagerly waiting for the 42 km journey to Garrapara 

Gangan- Journey to Garrapara  
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Cultural Advisor Larritjpara Mununggurr and Mutjangga  Mununggurr tell the history of the land. 

Teachers and students joined the Cultural Advisors, Rangers and Wanga Watangu tracing the journey of Marna from Garrata. 

Wongu camp is a special place,  students have generational ties to this country that determine their responsibilities and heritage . 

Boruwuy- Walk to Wongu camp  

The next day in class, Rangers joined the students to record names and stories of the places they visited. 
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There was so much to remember, the names of islands and rocks and many old camp sites in the dunes. 

Students and teachers had been planning for several weeks before our Big Day Out, they asked lots of good questions. 

Dhunggala and Yananymul told us stories, first we stopped at the gapan (white ocre) and we then drove to Galawan. 

Garrthalala- Coastal drive to Darrk, Galawan, Bondja and Marana  

In the morning, we looked at the pictures from our journey and recorded all the places Dhunggala on a map. 
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Wandat – walking through time. 

 

Yumutjin and Lanydjana took us to the hunting place, Butjidi. Here we get animals and fish but buffalo and pigs are damaging this country. 

We had made a big map before our Big Day Out and now we added names of places and features of country. 

Senior Cultural Advisor Yumutjin led us to Yati, the old camp, he told us of the clans that first lived there, Wunungmurra and Gumana. 
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Rangers in Schools – The story of Gapu (water) 
An important part of Ranger djama (work) is passing on knowledge, dhawu and telling djmarrkuli about 

country. As the images in this report reveal, Rangers are a welcome and important part of Homelands 

School activities and their inclusion improves student engagement and attendance.  

Each term Homelands Centre Teachers and Visiting Teachers develop an overarching theme for the 

Indigenous Languages and Culture curriculum, this semester the theme focused on Gapu.   An important 

role of the LoC Coordinator is to work between the Ranger group and school to identify opportunities 

for Rangers and Ngalapal to provide traditional ecological and cultural knowledge, these activities this 

term included; 

 Ranger guided walk to different types of water sources including soaks, springs, creeks, rivers, 

water holes and coasts 

 Describing what happens in the wet season with heavy rainfall systems flushing algae, nutrients, 

sediment from streams,  

 Identifying animal and plant indicators, or dangers that occur with the seasons 

 Telling Yolngu stories about water and connections between country 

 Naming water holes 

 Mapping water flow to the sea 

 Identifying djunggayi, Wanga watangu and Gurrutu 

The impetus for the LoC Big Day Out came from Rangers working with Homelands Centre Teachers in 

school within each Homeland, a consequence of which became a competition for the “biggest Map’ 

produced. A big thank you to Yinimala for his inspiration, knowledge and hard work. 

 

 

For Information please contact:  
Harry Thorman Learning On Country Coordinator 
Yirralka Rangers/Yirrkala Homelands School  
Ph: (08) 8939 1859  
loc@laynhapuy.com.au 

 

Senior Ranger Yinimala Gumana inspired the Big Day Out events following his work with Gangan students to 
record names and places within Gangan. 
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